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500 THE HISPANIC AMERICAN REVIEW 

General observations and travel notes; history, government, American 
occupation; commerce, transportation, resources; the people and their 
social problems; and eduction and religion. Haiti is treated in seven 
chapters, namely. History; crossing the island; problems of American 
occupation; commerce and natural resources; education and sanitation; 
the people; and missions in Haiti. The volume is concluded by a 
bibliographical list of six pages which will be found useful. 

The impression left on the reader is the need for more concrete, com- 
plete, and universal knowledge concerning these two republics. Dr. 
Inman is never wearisome in his descriptions, and writes throughout in a 
broad, tolerant spirit quite free from religious cant. He has gone 
though this island, one of the richest in the world, with an eye open to all 
about him, and if the conditions which he has found are at times awful 
he has told them simply, while on the other hand he has not failed to 
praise what there is to praise. In so small a compass as this pamphlet, 
it was impossible to give much of the history of the island; in fact only 
as much being given as will lead to an understanding of the work. Con- 
siderable useful economic information is brought out, as well as social 
and educational. Dr. Inman's discussion of the United States marines, 
the problems affecting them, and the effort to bring peace and pros- 
perity to the island is sane. Taking the work as a whole, one feels 
that there is the beginning of a book which Dr. Inman should write and 
in which better proportions might be shown than were possible in a 
volume of this small size. 

James Alexander Robertson. 

Cuba Past and Present. By A. Hyatt Verrill. Revised edition with 
1919 facts and figures. (New York: Dodd, Mead & Company, 1920. 
Pp. (13), 240. Illustrations. Maps.) 

The first edition of this volume, which was written as a popular hand- 
book, was copyrighted in 1914. In the eighteen chapters presented, 
the last, "Cuba's Share in the Great War," is new. Other revisions 
are apparently slight, and consist in general of commercial and other 
data. The aim of the writer in compiling the book is "to tell what the 
visitor to Cuba may expect, just how to see the various points of interest, 
how to travel from place to place, what to do and what not to do, 
. . . to paint Cuba as it really is — not as the steamship folders or the 
hotel advertisements would have us believe; and not to exaggerate its 
attractions nor to disparage it." The first chapter dealing with the 
past history of Cuba is a mere summary; the second is also a cursory 
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summary of various geographical factors; and the third is a slight dis- 
cussion of Cuba's health and sanitation, past and present, education, 
agriculture, and immigration. 

With chapter IV., the real purpose of the volume begins to be mani- 
fest, and the writer takes the traveler through Habana and its suburbs 
and the six provinces of the island, with a short excursion (chapter XI) 
to the Isle of Pines. These chapters are readable and give the traveler 
who is not too particular an excellent perspective of Cuba. Chapters 
XIII. to XVII. describe the highroads of Cuba; commercial and 
financial customs; Cuba's model clubs, hotels and restaurants and other 
items; and a few facts and figures, some of which are for 1918 and 1919. 

The chapter on Cuba's model club, the Asociaci6n de Dependientes 
del Comercio de la Habana", or Commercial Clerks' Club, which has 
a membership of at least 30,000, is of interest. The Gallegos Club has 
a membership of 37,000 Galician workmen, and there are other impor- 
tant clubs in Habana, including an American Club. Altogether, the 
book contains considerable information, and would make a handy 
companion to the traveler. The old saying that "It takes three Jews 
to beat a Greek, and three Greeks to beat an Armenian", appears as 
"It takes two Jews to beat a Greek, and two Greeks to beat a Gallego". 
The cost of living in Habana has risen considerably, partly due to 
reconstruction problems and partly to the prohibition amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, which sends many people from 
this country to Cuba, inasmuch as Cuba is still a "wet" region. There 
is an occasional slip in the types and the illustrations are only fair. 

James Alexander Robertson. 

Cuba y las Costunibres Cubanas. By Frank C. Ewart, Professor of 
Romance Languages in Colgate University. (Boston, New York, 
etc. : Ginn and Company [°1919]. Pp. xxx, xiv, 157.) 

Cuba y las Costunibres Cubanas was prepared "in harmony with the 
action of the Modern Language Association of America", which 
recommended that "the textbooks (of Spanish) embrace works dealing 
with the geography, history, and customs of Spanish-America as well as 
of Spain". The work "is the result of several months spent in Cuba", 
one purpose in its making being "to furnish . . . information with 
reference to the Spanish-American republic whose relations to the 
United States are the closest, and concerning which, above all others, 
we should be informed". The text is intended for high school and 
college use, and with the exception of certain selections from the 



